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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 January 2007 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for an "Energy supply unit", does not reasonably 
provide enablement for "currents and/or headings associated therewith remain below a 
value that leads to an explosion in an explosion-endangered area". The specification 
does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most 
nearly connected, to make or use the invention commensurate in scope with these 
claims. 

Current limiter 15, as described on page 6 of the specification merely 
limits currents. There is no description of its actual embodiment and there is 
not support of an embodiment containing the elements which controls heating 
in an explosion-endangered area. 

Appropriate correction and clarification is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 -1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Blanchard (3,797,311). 

In order to expedite and avoid piecemeal prosecution, the following rejection is 
made to the extent that the claims are understood, by considering those elements which 
are understood and interpreting their function in a manner which is consistent with the 
recited goals of the claims, and then applying the best available art. 

In figures 1 and 2, (C5, L1) to (C12, L44) Blanchard discloses a sensor for use in 
a device for measuring and monitoring a fluid level. Blanchard discloses in (C4, L33-46) 
the current limiting and voltage limiting units to prevent the possibility or fire or 
explosion. 

5. Claims 1 -1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Wilson 
(3,968,407). 

In figure 1 (C2, L65) to (C3, L52) Wilson discloses a corrosion rate meter 
connected to a safety barrier. In (C1 , L39)-(C2, L5) Wilson teaches elements or units 
which place limits voltage and currents to prevent explosion in a hazardous area. 

Relevant Prior Art 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Bruch (4,831,484) discloses an electrical safety barrier used in measuring 
instruments which may be placed in hazardous locations, and discloses sensing 
element used with controllers to limit the current and voltage. 

Hanson (5,045,963) discloses a protective circuit for the inductive coil of a flow 
meter which includes a current limiting circuit to prevent explosions in an explosion risk 
zone. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert W. Paladini whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3748. The examiner can normally be reached from 7:00 AM to 3 PM on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday or Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Jared Fureman can be reached on 571-272-2391 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



/Albert W Paladini/ 10/20/09 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2836 



